























to time in accordance with organizational changes that
take place in tactical units. If large-scale maneuvers
are essential during peace in the work of testing new
tactical doctrines and organizational principles, the
method should be fully exploited by including technical
units that otherwise might not stand the test of battle.
Intelligently planned and realistically conducted, such
exercises not only disclose defects and suggest the best
method short of war for correction, but supply the sort
of information most useful for the limited amount of
training that previous experience has established as
requisite to all combat troops.

It goes without saying that practical objections are
to be anticipated in justifying any scheme which would
advance graves registration training in time of peace.
An attitude of opposition is revealed by a flat refusal
on the part of tactical officers to go so far as even to
mention graves registration problems in connection
with basic training. and, again, by persistent objections
to the participation of reserve graves registration units
in general maneuvers. The reasoning here may, in
part, be attributed to those irreconcilable assumptions
of army psychology that have had the effect of putting
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this whole subject under a taboo. At the same time,
there are good reasons for believing that the taboo has
a different origin. It does not seem entirely improb-
able that the maneuver field is sometimes confused
with the parade ground. and that grand maneuvers
are occasionally planned, not so much for the purpose
of testing new theories and devices to the breaking
point and discovering experimentally just why and
under what particular circumstances they break down,
but rather with a view to putting on a good show that
moves with all the precision of a well-managed
performance.

Deliberate exclusion of any element of the field
forces. tactical or technical, from such exercises betrays
a want of realistic appreciation of the ends they are
intended to serve. If progressive divorcement from
reality in an inclination toward the parade ground
mentality is sanctioned by higher authority, it would
follow that a valuable precedent might be consulted in
the military policy of the Han Emperors, who, accord
ing to Chinese tradition, rated the professional com-
petence of army commanders in accordance with their
proficiency at the chess board.



