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and Mrs. Albert Borgstrom to give his life in World War 1T was
Clyde Borgstrom, Pfe. U. S. Marine Corps, who died in the Solo-
mon Islands on 17 March 1944. On 22 June 1944, Elmer LeRoy
Borgstrom, Pfc. 91st Infantry Division, was killed in Italy. The
third brother to perish in World War 11, Rolon D. Borgstrom, died
on 8 August 1944 in a bombing mission over Germany. The final
tragic blow to strike one American family came with the death of
Rulon, twin of Rolon, who succumbed to wounds in France on 25
August 1944.°"  Shortly after word was received of the fourth
death, the last surviving son of military age was released from the
Marine Corps to prevent further tragedy to a family which had al-
ready borne far more than its share of grief.

Elaborate plans were made for a two-day tribute to the four
brothers and their family. The reason for the two-day rites, accord-
ing to Col. Leonard R. Crews, who commanded the Sixth Army
Escort Detachment, was that “This is the only four Gold Star family
on record in World War II.  Only the five Sullivan brothers, who
were in the Navy and were serving on the same ship when it was
sunk, constituted a greater loss to any family. The Borgstrom boys
were in separate branches of the service and in separate theaters of
action, making it important that we give them all possible honor.” **

The two-day event began on 25 June 1948 with the arrival from
the Utah Distribution Center of the caskets bearing the four bro-
thers at the Shaw and Rogers Funeral Home in Tremonton, Utah.
During the afternoon, the bodies “lay in state.” Sentries stood at
each casket, representing each of the services—Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, and Air Force. One sentry kept vigil throughout the night.

On the morning of 26 June, solemn memorial services took place
in the Mormon church at Garland, Utah. Speaking on this occa-
sion were Gen. Mark W. Clark, Commanding General, Sixth Army,
Gov. Herbert B. Maw of Utah, Pres. George Albert Smith of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and Clarence E.
Smith, principal of the high school attended by the Borgstrom boys.
Other high-ranking officers of the four services and dignitaries of
the State of Utah attended the event as well as thousands of private
citizens. The parents of the deceased brothers received posthumous
decorations from the three generals and the admiral present at the
rites, including three bronze stars, an air medal, and a good conduct
medal.” Each surviving member of the family, including, besides
the parents, two sons and two daughters, received a personal soldier

% Deseret News (Salt Lake City), June 23, 1948, Hist, AGRD, DC No. 12, Vol. II,
Bk. 2.

" Ogden Standard-Examiner, June 25. 1948, Hist, AGRD, DC No. 12. Vol. I, Bk. 2.

% Hist, AGRD, DC No. 12, Vol. II, Bk. 2, pp. 1-2.
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I

FIGURE 51. Borgstrom brothers are borne to final resting place, Tremonton, Utah.
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FiGURE 32, Final salute for the four Borgsirom brothers, Tremonton, Ulah.

escort throughout the ceremony. At the request of General Clark,
Maj. Steven F. Capasso, Chief, AGRD, Distribution Center No. 12,
escorted Mrs. Borgstrom.

Following the morning service at the church, the Sixth Army
Escort Detachment furnished luncheon for more than 700 persons
at the Garland National Armory. A private dining room was pro-
vided for the Borgstrom family and distinguished guests. Follow-
ing the luncheon. the funeral cortege formed and moved slowly
southward to the cemetery. Traffic was diverted all along the route
to give the right of way to the long, solemn procession. When the
band finally passed through the cemetery gate, the hundreds of on-
lookers watched in respectful silence. As the procession approached
the canopied graveside, tears could be seen in the eyes of men and
women alike. Behind the band came the four dark olive drab
hearses, each bearing the flag-draped casket of one of the brothers.
After each hearse were Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps
pallbearers, side by side with members of veterans’ organizations
acting as honorary pallbearers. The rites at the graveside were
brief but impressive. After the caskets had been lowered to their
final resting place, the military band marched silently through the
cemetery gate. The family and high officials began to leave the

437227 O-58——45
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rostrum. For the Borgstroms and all of Bear River Valley, a tragic
occasion had ended.

The Wright Case

The worst war calamity to befall one family in a 14-State area of
the Middle West involved the deaths of the three sons of Henry A.
Wright, a widower who lived on a farm north of Hurley, Mo.,
about 200 miles south of Kansas City. The brothers were: Sgt.
Frank H. Wright, Army Ground Forces, killed on Christmas Day,
1944, in the Battle of the Bulge; Pvt. Harold B. Wright, Army
Ground Forces, who was wounded and captured on 1 February 1945
and died on 3 February in a German prison camp; Pvt. Elton E.
Wright, Army Ground Forces, killed in Germany on 25 April 1945.
The bodies of the three were forwarded simultaneously by railroad
from the Kansas City Distribution Center to Springfield, Mo.,
on 3 November 1948. There the funeral director, representing the
Wright family, met the train and took charge of transporting the
deceased and their escorts to Hurley, Mo. The caskets were then
taken to the farm home where the brothers had been born and
reared. The father, a stooped, gray-haired man, requested that the
caskets be carried into the bedroom in which all the boys had been
born. All day long on Thursday, 4 November 1948, and during
the morning of the following day, friends and neighbors called upon
the father and laid floral offerings of roses, carnations, and chrys-
anthemums on the floor in front of the caskets.”” Besides his neigh-
bors, Mr. Wright had with him his two surviving sons and three
daughters with their families.

On the afternoon of 5 November, services were held in a packed
high school auditorium. Loudspeakers carried the music and
spoken words to the overflow throng outside. Among the officers
who attended the services were Col. Michael Quinn, Commanding
Officer, Kansas City Distribution Center; Brig. Gen. John A. Harris,
Commanding General, Missouri National Guard; and Col. R. F.
Arnold, Commanding Officer, Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo.** The
three flag-draped caskets, each accompanied by an escort, were
placed on the stage of the school auditorium.

After the services in tribute to the sacrifices made by the brothers
were over, the funeral procession left the school ‘building and moved
to the Hilltop Cemetery, about six miles southwest of Hurley, where
interment services took place in a biting wind against a gray, over-

% Deseret News, June 27, 1948, Hist, AGRD, DC No. 12, Vol. 11, Bk. 2.
%7 Kansas City Times, Kansas City, Mo., November 6, 1948.
“* Ibid.
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cast sky. At the close of the ceremony, the flags were removed from
the caskets and the escorts stepped forward to present them. Two
went to the father and one to the widow of Pvt. Elton E. Wright.
The Nation and the community of Hurley had done all that could
be done."”

The Collier Case

In the investigation and completion, where possible, of “unre-
solved cases”—cases in which it had been impossible to locate the
next of kin or in which the next of kin had failed to indicate their
wishes as to the place of final burial—a distribution center usually
acted either under the direction of the OQMG or at the request of
relatives or their representatives. Sometimes, such cases could be
settled in a telephone conversation, but others required consider-
able, and occasionally, difficult travel.  When the next of kin lived
in a remote rural section, personal meetings involved journeys which
sternly challenged the physical endurance and the pioneering in-
clinations of the AGRD investigator.™

Such an instance took place in the case of Pvt. Ernest E. Collier.
Since his widow had remarried, the Memorial Division instructed
the Kansas City Distribution Center to see personally the father,
Jesse L. Collier, in order to have him complete the disposition
form. Inquiry revealed that Mr. Collier received his mail through
the Post Office at Timber, Mo., located in a wooded section
deep in the Ozark mountains. The AGRD investigator, upon
reaching this locality, found that the town of Timber consisted of a
combination Post Office and filling station and numbered as its
population the family operating the establishment. The postmaster
informed the investigator that Mr. Collier lived “somewhere over
the mountains about eight miles or so” and that his mail was left
for him in a box on a roadway about four miles from his home.™

Pointing out what he described as a roadway leading into the
mountains, the postmaster started the investigator on his way, but
told him that the road would end “about four miles down in Henry
Baker’s farmyard.” The postmaster added that he did not know
how the investigator would reach the Collier place after he arrived
at the farmyard. After traveling for an hour or more on a road
which proved that an Army car is at least equal to a mountain goat,
the investigator reached Mr. Baker's farmyard and was looking
back at the long hills and wondering how he would ever get out of
that locality with his Army vehicle when Mr. Baker appeared.

% fbud.
* Hist, AGRS, DC No. 9, Kansas City QM Depot, pp. 70-71.
Ibid., p. 71.
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After ascertaining the investigator’s mission, the farmer pointed over
the wooded hills in the direction of Mr. Collier’s place. He in-
formed the investigator that the distance was about four miles and
that he could not reach the place by car. Mr. Baker suggested that
the weary traveler could wait until Mr. Collier came to the mail
box (which he did about once a week) or he could walk or ride a
mare.”

The farmer finally invited his visitor to hop on the mare behind
him. Setting down the investigator on the far side of the first of
three creeks to be forded, Mr. Baker pointed to one of several open-
ings in the woods on a distant hillside, and warned against taking
a wrong trail which would result in 3 or 4 miles of unnecessary
walking.

Standing on the sandy bottom land watching the mare and its
rider recede in the distance, the investigator wondered if he would
ever get Form 345 to its proper destination, or, once there, if he
would be able to return to civilization with it. His doubts were
increased as he twice removed his shoes, stockings, and trousers to
wade the two remaining fast-running streams. His worries further
increased when, despite the farmer’s warning, he took the wrong
trail and traversed several extra miles and mountains before finally
locating a small house at the distant end of what seemed to be a
deserted farm.™

The tired and footsore investigator sat for an hour or more on the
porch step and intermittently called for Mr. Collier. As he was
putting the uncompleted Form 345 back in his pocket and prepar-
ing for the dreaded return trip, a man and a woman, who proved
to be Mr. and Mrs. Collier, appeared rather suddenly. The in-
vestigator explained his mission at once to the couple, who invited
him into the house. As Mr. Collier signed the form, the investi-
gator realized that the services of a notary were needed. After
weighing the facts in his mind, the investigator decided not to men-
tion a notary to Mr. Collier since the nearest one resided some 30
miles away in Salem, Mo., with several creeks and mountain ranges
intervening. He took the shortest course by signing the notarized
section of the form merely as a witness to Mr. Collier’s decision and
signature.

On the return trip, the investigator succeeded in taking the right
trail back to the Baker farm, where he was reassured that the jour-
ney back to Timber could be made, no matter how steep and wind-
ing the road might seem. Thanks to the good condition of the

2 Ibid., pp. 71-72.
“ Ibid., pp. 72-73.
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Army car, the investigator finally reached Timber and later pro-
ceeded along more modern highways to Kansas City with the com-
pleted Form 345, bringing to a close an unusually difficult task.™

Memonial Service, Soldiers’ Field, Chicago; Other Special Events

Perhaps the largest single event during the entire repatriation
program, so far as numbers are concerned, occurred at Soldiers’
Field, Chicago, on the night of 19 October 1947. Sponsored by a
large local newspaper, this fitting memorial service was attended by
an estimated 80,000 persons and began the program of returning
the dead of World War II in the Chicago area. Practically every
veterans’ organization, and nearly every fraternal, patriotic, and re-
ligious group in the vicinity sent representatives. Also in attend-
ance were the Governor of Illinois, the Mayor of Chicago, and high
ranking Army and Navy officers stationed in the area served by the
Chicago Distribution Center.” The ceremony itself proved to be a
beautiful and impressive one. Caskets of ten Chicago war dead
were placed before the stands of Soldiers’ Field while the huge
crowd rose, lighted candles in hand, in silent tribute. From all
walks of life, men and women of all creeds and nationalities joined
in the moving rites. Chicago newspapers claimed that more vet-
erans’ posts were represented by their colors during the service than
at any memorial rites ever held in the United States.™

Special ceremonies and tributes to the returning dead took place
in other parts of the country as the first groups of remains reached
their home communities. In the area served by the Schenectady
General Distribution Depot, several cities held solemn processions in
observance of the occasion. In Springfield, Mass., the entire city
halted normal activities on 1 November 1947 while thousands
watched flag-draped caskets move slowly down the main thorough-
fare. Impressive outdoor rites took place on Armistice Day, 1947,
in Albany, N. Y., to honor its sons who had given their lives in the
war. In Kansas City, more than 2,500 persons attended special
services on 19 October 1947 at the Liberty Memorial, commemorat-
ing the deceased of the eight States served by the Kansas City Dis-
tribution Center. Grimly reminding the crowd of the war’s toll
in lives were eight flag-draped caskets, each containing the body of
a serviceman. The pedestals on which the caskets rested bore the
name of the State and the branch of service of the deceased. Beside
each casket stood a fully uniformed member of the serviceman’s
branch of the armed forces. Military, civic, and religious leaders

" Ibid., pp. 73-74.
™ Hist, AGRS, DC No. 8, Chicago QM Depot, p. 17.
" Ibid., Incls 60, 61, Chicago Herald-American, October 20, 1947,
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attended the ceremony as well as representatives of veterans’ and
patriotic organizations.™

Deactivation of Distribution Centers

As the peak of incoming shipments passed at both the New York
and San Francisco Ports of Embarkation, distribution centers were
gradually deactivated. Two western centers—Mira Loma and
Auburn—closed down their activities for reasons of economy on 31
March 1948. Their responsibilities were added to those of the San
Francisco Center.”™ On 15 January 1949, a number of distribution
points terminated operations, including Schenectady, Philadelphia,
Charlotte, Memphis, Kansas City, and the Utah Depot. The bur-
den of the surviving centers was thus increased. On 15 May, three
more distribution points—Atlanta, Columbus, and San Antonio—
closed down, leaving only the centers at the two ports and the in-
land installation at Chicago.

After the closing of the Chicago Distribution Center in Septem-
ber, only the centers at the two ports remained to handle the con-
stantly diminishing influx of deceased from the European and
Pacific theaters. The table below illustrates the accomplishments
of all 15 centers and shows the number of remains handled at the
centers as well as the total number received at each of the two
ports-"*

The completion of the work of the distribution centers through-
out the country also terminated, for all practical purposes, the last
major phase of the vast and complex repatriation program. At
the beginning of this chapter, the importance of distribution center
operations was emphasized since the personal contact with next of
kin was necessarily more direct than in any other stage of the entire
project. The centers, despite some weaknesses and errors, per-
formed in general most creditably. The scores of appreciative let-
ters from grateful relatives and friends of the deceased are evidence
of this fact.

The reception and distribution of over 170,000 American de-

" Kansas City Times, October 20, 1947,

* Hist, San Francisco Port and DC, P1. .

** Taken from Distribution Center Histories, available in Historical Branch, Admin.
Div., OQMG: figures given are as of 31 Dec 51, the closeout date of the last two dis-
tribution centers; the 756 remains subtracted from the gross total of remains received at
the two ports represent those reshipped to foreign countries or American possessions at
request of NOK: the remaining discrepancy of 12 remains between the total processed
and the net total received at the two ports probably is the result of clerical inaccuracy;
the total of 57.705 remains received at San Francisco included slightly over 3,000 de-
ceased from the Alaskan and Caribbean Zones: the total port figures were taken from
Memorial Division Monthly Report, 31 Dec. 51.
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TasLe 24— Statistical Summary of Distribution Center Accomplishments

o , . Bemions Received at
Distribution Center Activated Inactivated processed (N\’Pﬂ? SFPE)
New York POE. ... ... .| 28 Feb 47 31 Dec 51 40,070 113,834
Schenectady. . ... ... ... .| 25 Sep 46 15 Jan 49 5,087
Philadelphia. ... ... .. | 21 Aug 46 | 15 Jan 49 12,306
Charlotte. ... .. con-| 21 Aug 46 15 Jan 49 5,161
Atlanta. ... ... ... . 1 Oct 46 15 May 49 11,528
Memphis. ... ...... AP 1 Oct 46 | 15 Jan 49 5,782
T T A, | 21 Aug46 | 15 May 49 21,817
Chicago. .. .. versunens.| 26 Nov46 | 15 Sep 49 30,378
Feaneas Oy, oo e oo 21 Aug 46 15 Jan 49 9.392
ovt Worth =o- o= - 25 Jul 46 1 Apr 49 11,291
San Antonio. . ........... 21 Aug 46 | 15 May 49 654
Utah ASF Depot. . . | 21 Aug 46 15 Jan 49 2,484
San Francisco POE.. ... .. 21 Aug 46 31 Dec 51 14,234 57,705
Auburn (Wash). .. .| 15 Nov 46 31 Mar 48 234
Mira Loma. ... . .. ... Jun 46 | 31 Mar 48 353
Total processed. ...| :.u.i.0. : ol ¥ 170,771
Grosstotal . . ......| ....... .. 171,539
Nt oAl B 170,783

ceased to national or private cemeteries in nearly every community
in the country represented an enormous undertaking, demanding
care, tact, and skill. Perhaps the performance of the escorts stands
out as the most notable accomplishment of the whole task. These
carefully chosen young men faced a trying assignment in meeting
and consoling grieving families whose members were at first total
strangers but who often became grateful friends. The entire repa-
triation program, from search and recovery and concentration of
scattered dead to final burial in overseas or homeland cemeteries,
stands out as a unique example of America’s respect and apprecia-
tion for those who died to preserve the free way of life.
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CHAPTER XXI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The unprecedented program for the care and disposition of re-
covered World War II deceased, which officially ended on 31 De-
cember 1951, had involved the utilization of thousands of military
and civilian personnel over a span of six years and cost the United
States Government millions of dollars. Because these individuals
entered and departed from graves registration service at various
times throughout the program, it is impossible to state the exact
number engaged over the entire period of the program. The fig-
ures shown below represent personnel strength at a given time and
place and serve as an indication of the numbers actually involved
both in the overseas commands and in the Zone of Interior. The
following table shows the number of persons, both military and
civilian, who served in the Return Program in the United States,
both in the Office of The Quartermaster General and at the various
distribution centers throughout the country:'

TasLe 25—Total Personnel Employed in AGRS Program

Office of Quartermaster General Distribution Centers
Period

Total Military Civilian Total Military | Civihan

1946:
December. . ....... Rh55 6l 594 39 13 26

1947
June. . . 743 12 671 123 25 98
December 918 66 852 2,149 60 2,089

1948:
June. . 927 63 864 1.790 382 1,408
December 877 51 826 1.510 395 1,115

1949:
June 837 40 797 588 68 520
December 645 31 614 168 41 127

1950:
June 517 25 492 79 11 68
December 460 22 438 60 7 33

1951
June. .. .. S 214 18 196 90 7 83

! Statistical Review of Permanent Disposition of World War II Dead, p. 7.
689
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Two significant conclusions readily emerge from this statistical
table. In the first place, civilian personnel everywhere far exceeded
military personnel in numbers. Secondly, the peak strength was
reached during the latter part of 1947 and the first half of 1948.
This period, of course, embraced the climax of the actual return of
dead from all war theaters to the United States, when the flow of
incoming mortuary ships was heaviest, at both the New York and
San Francisco Ports of Embarkation.

Figures on overseas personnel strength in all war theaters tell
much the same story. During the latter part of 1947 and in early
1948, the greatest numbers, both military and civilian, were en-
gaged in some phase of the program. Totals for all overseas areas
and zones show a strength of 12,371 at the end of 1947, followed
during the first half of 1948 by a rise to the all-time high of 13,311
in June. Again, the civilians outnumbered the military by a con-
siderable margin, although not so markedly as in the Zone of
Interior.”

No such vast program as the care and disposition of some 280,000
recovered remains scattered throughout every war theater in the
world could be accomplished without enormous expenditures.
Funds to carry out the Return Program were provided under a civil
functions appropriation entitled “Cemeterial Expenses, Department
of the Army, No Year.” The “No Year” nature of the appropria-
tion made it possible for funds unobligated at the end of a fiscal
year to be available for use in succeeding fiscal years.’

The first appropriation made $92,500,000 available, beginning 1
July 1946. Additional appropriations in the next two fiscal years
brought the total amount to $190,869,000. As time went on, how-
ever, OQMG officials realized that all this sum would not be re-
quired, and they made a reduction for Fiscal Year 1952 that left a
total of $163,869,000 appropriated for the program.* As of 30
June 1951, the obligations amounted to $157,986,086.23, leaving
almost $6,000,000 still available for obligation. Based upon the
279,867 remains for which final disposition had been accomplished
at this time, the average cost for each remains had been $564.50.°

In addition to the foregoing statistical review, the Return Pro-
gram merits a critical analysis of achievements, problems, and fail-
ures and careful consideration of the many suggestions and recom-
mendations offered during and after the program for improving the

*Ibid., p. 8.
' [bid., p. 3.
4 Ibid.
S Ibid.
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whole operation with its myriad of details, should the need arise
again in any future conflict.

Although a precedent of repatriating war dead had been estab-
lished as early as the Spanish-American War and had been con-
tinued in World War I, little or no planning for graves registration
activities took place in the years before World War II.  During
this span, much valuable data for determining a basis for wartime
AGRS operations could have been gathered and studied. Instead,
technical guides on policy, procedure, and organization to accom-
plish the graves registration mission were not available in sufficient
detail to be useful, nor was such information carefully compiled,
documented, and kept up to date.”

Owing in part to these failures, difficult problems arose during
World War II and in the postwar years which demanded much
time and effort from those associated with the repatriation program.
Although these problems have been discussed in this study, a gen-
eral recapitulation of the major difficulties and suggestions for im-
provement would not be amiss.

Underlying the majority of obstacles faced by the graves registra-
tion program was a lack of sufficiently trained officer and enlisted
personnel, which, in turn, pointed to a paucity of proper planning
at the higher echelons. As a result of this widespread scarcity of
proficient manpower, one of the cardinal suggestions for future op-
erations was that well-prepared GRS personnel should be assigned
to the various commands immediately upon the outbreak of war and
that these individuals should be utilized only in their trained ca-
pacity.” Such a policy would require the thorough schooling of
graves registration officers and men before the actual outbreak of
hostilities. In addition to the manpower problem, supply shortages
also hindered the Return Program in most areas. This situation
also stemmed from inadequate advance planning in higher military
echelons for care and disposition of war fatalities. Supply difficul-
ties were especially acute in the Pacific and the Far East, due in
part to logistical problems. The rather chaotic condition of the
mortuary supply situation in the Africa-Middle East Zone resulted
largely from lack of sufficient foresight on the part of the wartime
Africa-Middle East Theater (AMET) Command.

In some areas, the poor condition of wartime temporary ceme-
teries constituted a thorny problem for GRS officers and men, espe-
cially in planning for permanent overseas cemeteries and in

* AGRC Critique of Activities, Hqg AGRC-EA, Ch. III, Operations, p. 1.
* Ltr, Col James Murphey to CINC, FEC, 10 Jan 49; sub: Critique of AGRS Activ-
ities in Philcom Zone.
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concentrating remains into permanent cemeteries or at ports for
eventual return to the homeland. This situation, too, reflected a
lack of foresight among responsible overseas military officials.
Some of the most neglected temporary cemeteries were found in
the Africa-Middle East region and in certain portions of the Pa-
cific and Far East areas. In this connection, the final selection of
permanent overseas cemeteries was considerably retarded in these
areas and in the Mediterranean and European Theaters by inade-
quacy of co-ordination and slowness of decision on the part of both
theater and Memorial Division officials. One of the most signifi-
cant conclusions regarding cemeterial matters which emerged from
postwar GRS problems and activities was that future permanent
cemeteries should be established on land other than that used for
temporary sites. The prevailing policy of constructing permanent
sites on land which had been used for temporary cemeteries had
caused many difficulties in matters relating to engineering, topog-
raphy, and storage of remains.

As for the actual return of the dead and the myriad of accom-
panying operations, one of the major conclusions was that plans for
this complex operation should begin much further in advance than
had actually been the case, particularly as regards the requisition-
ing and stockpiling of necessary supplies. This recommendation
applied to all postwar graves registration areas and zones but was
most applicable to the Pacific and Far East.

In the Zone of Interior, the most important problems involved
the conversion of sufficient space for distribution center activities,
direct contacts with next of kin, ceremonies at the two ports when
mortuary ships returned bearing war dead, the training and ac-
tivities of the special escorts who accompanied each deceased to the
place of burial designated by his next of kin, and the premature
and unauthorized release of information about the arrival of re-
mains from overseas.

Certain difficulties were inevitable or at least beyond the control
of graves registration planners and officials. These concerned,
among other things, frustrating delays encountered by search and
recovery teams, which, in turn, were sometimes caused by political
obstacles such as those placed in their path by Soviet and satellite
officials in eastern Europe or by the unstable situation in the Dutch
East Indies and other Far Eastern regions, or by natural handicaps,
such as rugged terrain, extreme heat or cold, and by the inaccessi-
bility of areas where American servicemen had been lost. In parts
of the Pacific, the Far East, and the Africa-Middle East region,
search and recovery teams and those moving remains to centralized
cemeteries endured acute physical discomfort and sometimes faced
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serious dangers, as narrated in those chapters devoted to these
activities.

Several notable accomplishments resulted from the Return Pro-
gram which deserve further mention. The establishment and op-
eration of the Central Identification Point in Europe, replacing
graveside processing and identification, provided one of the high-
lights of the entire operation. In this connection, the successful
identification of all but approximately 3 percent of recovered dead
constituted a great overall achievement. The establishment of the
Processing Center in the Pacific Zone, where remains were pre-
pared for casketing and then usually placed.in caskets for storage,
represented another important accomplishment.

In consequence of the countless experiences, difficulties, failures,
and accomplishments resulting from the care and return of World
War II dead, a few basic suggestions have emerged upon which
nearly all GRS officers agree. In the first place, there should be
not only a policy of careful advance planning for all phases of
graves registration operations before the outbreak of hostilities but
also a continuing basic organization around which such a program
could be initiated quickly. Secondly, upon the termination of any
future war, the graves registration mission should embrace the fol-
lowing specific activities: * (1) the location, recovery, identification,
and concentration of American deceased in temporary military
cemeteries; (2) the later disinterment and processing of such re-
mains for the purpose of casketing, storing, and reinterring desig-
nated remains in permanent overseas cemeteries and of returning
the others to the United States in compliance with the desires of
the next of kin, and (3) the development of permanent American
military cemeteries by obtaining the necessary land from the host
nation, grading the site, interring the deceased, and preparing the
cemetery for transfer to the American Battle Monuments
Commission.

If these suggestions and activities should be carried out in any
future hostilities, the American public has every right to expect that
the lessons learned from mistakes and omissions of the past will
result in a more efficient program for care and return of those who
lose their lives in the cause of freedom.

O

* AGRC Critique of Activities, Hg AGRC-EA, Ch. 111, pp. 1-2.
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The Development of Meat, Dairy,
Poultry, and Fish Products for the
Army.

Production Control in the Quarter-
master Corps, 1939-44.

Fuels for Global Conflict

The Packaging and Packing of Sub-
sistence for the Army.

Labor Problems in Quartermaster
Procurement, 1939-44,

A Wardrobe for the Women of the
Army.

Laundry and Related Activities of
The Quartermaster General.

Methods of Forecasting War Re-
quirements_for Quartermaster Sup-

plies.
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Date

1943

1943

1943

1943

1%

1944

1944

1944

1945
1945

1945

1945

1946

1946
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Number Author Title
15 Rogers W. Young. . Inspection of Military Traiming by
The Quartermaster General.
@ Erna Risch and Clothing the Soldier of World War 11
Thomas M. Pitkin.

Harry B. Yoshpe and Procurement Policies and Procedures
Marion U. in the Quartermaster Corps during
Massen. World War 1.

18 Alvin P. Stauffer... Quartermaster Depot Storage and
Distribution Operations.

19 Erna Risch........ Demobilization Planming and Opera-
tion in the Quartermaster Corps.

20 Herbert R. Rifkind. Fresh Foods for the Armed Forces:
The Quartermaster Market Center
System, 1941 -48.

@ Edward Steere. . . .. The Graves Registration Service in
World War I1.

QMC Historical Studies, Series I1:
Number  Author Title
1 John V. Haggard. .. Manufacture of Clothing, 1945-53
2 William H. Peifer. . Supply by Sky: The QM Airborne
Development, 1950-53.
3 John V. Haggard. .. Central Procurement of Clothing
and Textiles, 1946-53.

4 Edward Steere and  Final Disposition of World War 11

Thayer M. Dead, 1945-51
Boardman.

U.S. Anny in World War II Series:
Author Title

Erna Risch....... Quartermaster Corps: Orgamization, Supply,

and Services, 1ol. I.
Erna Risch and Quartermaster Corps: Orsanization, Supply,

Chester L. Kieffer. and Services, Vol. I1.
Alvin P. Stauffer. . . Quartermaster Corps: Operations in the War
Against Japan.

WORKS IN PROGRESS

QMC Historical Studies, Seres I

Author Subject
John V. Haggard . . Quartermaster Inspection, 1946-56.
Thomas A. Johnson. Quartermaster Training, 1946-53.

Date
1946

1946

1947

1948

1948

1951

1951

Date
1956
1957
1957

1957

Date
1953

1955

1956
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Author Subject

Franz A. Koehler.. Development of Operational Rations, 1946-33.

Franz A. Koehler.. Perishable and Non-Perishable Subsistence Supply,
1946-53.

Franz A. Koehler. . Supply Unification for Subsistence, 1955-.

"Arthur G. Stewart. Quartermaster Supply and Services in Korea, 1950-
33.

Charles J. Smith. . . Quartermaster Research and Engineering, 1946-.

Korean Conflict Series:

Volume Tentative Title
1 Postwar and Cold War, 1946-50.
11 The Korean Crisis, 1950-53.
111 The QM Corps on a World-Wide Basis, 1950-33.

U. S. Army in World War IT Series:
Author Title
Charles F. Romanus Quartermaster Corps: Operations in the War Against
Germany.

General History Series:
Author Subject
Erna Risch....... General History of the Quartermaster Corps, 1775-
1939.
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