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In May 1948, the first repatriation ship, the USAT Lt George
W. Boyce, arrived at Manila. After routine loading operations,
a solemn ceremony honored the 4,459 deceased aboard the vessel.
Wreaths lined part of the ship’s rail and a huge American flag hung
amidships, to the right of the low catafalque on the pier. Many
high officials attended, including President Quirino of the Philip-
pines, Maj. Gen. George F. Moore, CG, PHILRYCOM. Rear Ad-
miral Christie, Commander, United States Naval Forces in the Philip-
pines, and Brig. Gen. Oliver, Deputy Commander, 13th Air Force.®
After the ceremony, as the USAT Lt. George W. Boyce moved away
from the pier, six Piper Cubs of the Philippine Air Force dropped
floral wreaths and a 21-gun salute rang out. Four PHILRYCOM
enlisted men escorted their fallen comrades to the United States for
final interment.

Three more repatriation shipments followed within'a compara-
tively short period. On 9 June, the Morris E. Crain departed for
San Francisco, carrying 1,941 American deceased. On 17 July,
the Dalton Victory sailed with 3,961 American remains. The Morris
E. Crain returned to Manila on 10 August, unloaded 7,200 empty
caskets and departed for San Francisco on 20 August, with 3,539
deceased aboard.” During the period from May through Septem-
ber, the four shipments carried a total of some 13,900 remains.

While these repatriation activities were being consummated, final
concentrations were completed. These involved the disinterment
and removal of remains from Manila No. 2 Cemetery to the AGRS
Mausoleum at Nichols Field, and the transfer of all deceased from
Ft. McKinley Post Cemetery to a new Post Cemetery at Ft. Stotsen-
burg. The removal of dead from Ft. McKinley Post Cemetery,
which began in January and ended in May 1948, emanated from
the decision of the OQMG to establish on its site, the new perma-
nent American National Cemetery, which later became known as
Manila American or Ft. McKinley Cemetery."

It will be recalled that Manila No. 2 constituted the last burial
ground scheduled for disinterment and transfer of its dead to the
Manila Mausoleum.” Exhumations averaged about 250 remains
daily, and the project ended on 20 July 1948. The last deceased
were removed to the Mausoleum on the following day, when the flag
was lowered for the last time, after having flown continuously over
this point since 7 April 1945.** All temporary burial places in

** Hist. AGRS-PZ, p. 31.

% Ibid., pp. 32-33.

1 Ibid., p. 24.

= See Ch. XIII, p. 416,

“* Final Historical Rpt of USAF Cemetery Manila No. 2, AGRS-PZ, pp. 5-6.
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PHILRYCOM now were closed, just over two months after the first
repatriation vessel had left Manila. Homeward shipments of the
deceased continued, meanwhile, and by the autumn of 1949, this
activity neared completion. For all practicable purposes, a long.
burdensome, and somber task had ended in the widespread Far East
Zone.

Since removal of all located American deceased in the China
Zone occurred in the spring of 1947, as previously related, the only
remaining repatriation operations on the Asiatic Mainland occurred
in the India-Burma Zone. It will be recalled that all recovered
American dead in this Zone had been moved into the Barrackpore
Mausoleum by late November 1947.* This group, numbering
about 3,500, rested there until the arrival of the repatriation ship,
the Albert M. Boe.

During this waiting period, the staff at Hq, AGRS-IBZ, prepared
final rosters, which covered the deceased from both Kalaikunda and
Barrackpore cemeteries—the last two large burial grounds disinterred
before removing all American war dead to the Barrackpore Mauso-
leum. These rosters were checked against the shipping boxes con-
taining the stored remains in the Mausoleum.”

The Albert M. Boe arrived at Calcutta on 23 December, six
days ahead of schedule. After receipt of a message from the OQMG
giving instructions as to the disposition of property on hand, it be-
came necessary for both military and civilian personnel to work
overtime in order to meet a sailing deadline of 15 January 1948.
During the movement of remains from the Mausoleum to shipside,
rank was forgotten as officers and enlisted men worked side by side
to load the dock-bound convoys. Two handlings were necessary at
shipside—one, when the caskets were placed on pallets before being
lowered into the hold; and another, when they were stored on the
ship. AGRS officials believed that the operation would be more
successful if curiosity seekers were oblivious to the proceedings. This
work, in consequence, was done under cover of darkness, and the
local inhabitants did not interfere in any way. Two nights—28 and
29 December—were needed to complete the loading operations, dur-
ing which all available employees were pressed into service.™

Graves registration personnel spent the early part of January 1948
loading necessary supplies and equipment aboard the Albert M.
Boe. This assignment was not a simple one, for it demanded the
segregation of the cargo according to destination. After segrega-

%4 See Ch. XIII, p. 441.
s Hist, AGRS-IBZ, Sec. I1, Ch. VIL p. 36.
“ (1) Ibid., pp. 38-39. (2) Rpt, GR & Repat Opns, AGRS-1BZ, 31 Dec 47.
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tion, the task of packing and crating supplies confronted the workers.
On 13 January, the last supply trucks moved to the docks where
final loading took place.

That same day, the Albert M. Boe left Calcutta and stopped
nearby for refueling before continuing its journey on 15 January, the
date originally set for departure. The sailing of this vessel marked
the end of the lengthy task of removing all recovered World War IT
dead from the Asiatic Mainland. These Americans, who had lost
their lives in the faraway India-Burma Zone, would now finally rest
either in their own native soil, or eventually in the National Me-
morial Cemetery of the Pacific at Honolulu, often referred to as the
“Punchbowl.” #*

The work that had been performed by mortuary personnel re-
ceived warm praise from the Naval Commander of the A/lbert M.
Boe. He asserted that “I have never seen Army personnel on shore-
side work so diligently, consistently, and effectively to a given end
as I have at this port.” *

Recapitulation

The problems and activities in repatriating the dead from the vast
Pacific area have been traced, beginning with the central Pacific
and ending on the mainland of Asia. The plan to return the war
dead to the United States for permanent burial met with general
approval. A sizable majority of the next of kin expressed their pref-
erence for repatriation rather than for overseas interment. Of ap-
proximately 86,000 remains recovered through June 1951 from the
Pacific area commands and the Asiatic Mainland, a total of 54,692
received final interment in their native soil.*

This accomplishment, together with a similar achievement in Eu-
rope, constituted a great feat. Before the American repatriation
program was undertaken, no nation had ever made so tireless and
costly an effort to locate, identify, and repatriate its war dead. Never
had a nation demonstrated so high a consideration for the families of
those who gave their lives in battle. The Return of the Dead Pro-
gram of World War II in the former Pacific war theaters has pro-
vided a proud chapter in American history, and particularly in the
annals of the Quartermaster Corps.

*" Because the “Punchbowl™ was not ready for interments until early 1949, the India-
Burma remains destined for permanent overseas burial were placed in a Mausoleum
in Hawaii pencing final disposition.

** Lir, Cmdr H. E. Randall, USNR to CO, AGRS, Camp Knox. Calcutta, 15 Jan
48, sub: Appreciation. cited in Hist, AGRS-IBZ, Sec. I1, Ch. VII, pp. 40-41.

“* Statistical Review of Permanent Disposition of World War IT Dead, D/A, OQMG,
pp. 10-11.
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