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in the Calcutta area, thereby eliminating the difficulties that would
be involved in moving caskets to ~lyitkyina. Moreover, this scheme
complied with the War Department policy of concentrating the dead
in port areas. "" Major General Terry, Commanding General,
India-Burma Theater, decided to carry out Colonel McAllister's
suggestion.

A few officers in the Intermediate Section expre ed concern over
the dangers to land transportation during the coming monsoon
season. They pointed out that the Bhamo-Myitkyina truck road
would become impassable, that flood waters would suspend barge
traffic on the Irrawaddy River, and that the Burma railways had
not recovered from the havoc of wartime bombing. An airlift
offered the best solution, but the Army Transport Command
gloomily estimated that the re-establishment of an air route between
Myitkyina and Calcutta would require at least a month.

Despite all these dire predictions, the 971st Qi\f upply Detach­
ment began exhumations at Myitkyina immediately and soon com­
pleted this phase of its mission. A total of 240 remains moved by
air to the Calcutta area by the middle of January and the others were
placed in caskets as soon as they became available. This activity
terminated early in February and all recovered dead from Burma
lay in Kalaikunda Cemetery.

\\'hile the Myitkyina exhumations progressed, all ;'IIew ~lalir

remains were in the process of concentration to Barrackpore Ceme­
tery. This operation marked a reversal of earlier plans to transfer
the New Malir dead to Kalaikunda. All other registered burials
in India were in the midst of concentration either to Barrackpore or
Kalaikunda Cemeteries. Officials expected that all such operations
would terminate by the end of February 1946.'" On IS February,
the concentration of burials in the Theater was 86 percent
completed. Of a total of approximately 2,337 remains scheduled
for centralization at the beginning of the program, some 2,016 had
been disinterred from various localities and reburied in the Calcutta
area. Approximately 321 scattered dead still awaited transfer and
reburial. II:!

Late in February 1946, AGRS published detailed plans for the
location, exhumation, and transfer of these scattered remains,
mostly in isolated gra\''''' in Southern Burma, Thailand, the Nether­
lands East Indies, and French Indo-China. A survey team would
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proceed to Bangkok,Thailand, and after g:athering pertinent infor­
mation from British Graves Registration officials, \...ould go into the
Bangkok-Moulmein Railroad area. Upon completion of exhuma­
tion operations in this area and in and about Rangoon, the party
would fly by RAF plane to Sumatra and Java to survey those
regions. If political conditions permitted. the group would then
visit other islands in the Netherlands East Indies. The team would
arrive in Saigon, French Indo-China, in April. The recovered dead
in all these areas would be transferred by air or ship to Singapore. 1I3

The Singapore Cemetery was under British control, but arrange­
ments were made with the Chief, Imperial \Var Graves Commission.
to use a portion of it for temporary burial of American dead. In

ingapore, the Liaison Detachment of USF, IBT, estimated that as
many as 700 remains might be located, identified, and reburied in
Southeast Asia. II ~

In accordance with these plans, AGRS officers and men under­
took to concentrate Southeast Asian remains in the American ec­
tion of the Singapore Cemetery. An unfortunate accident marred
these operations. Early in rvlay, the ATe was requested to furnish
a plane to carry Graves Registration teams and to airlift remains.
Upon arrival in Singapore, the plane was recalled to Calcutta.
En route, it picked up graves registration \,"·orkers at Bangkok and
both personnel and remains at Rangoon. After leavinl{ Rangoon
on 17 May, the plane disappeared and doubtless crashed to its doom
in the Bay (If Bengal. On board were 3 officers and 3 enlisted men
and at least 37 bodies from the Rangoon Cemetery and from soli­
tary graves in South Burma, as well as complete survey reports made
throughout French Indo-China and the Netherlands East Indies. '

During I-Iar 1946. the concentration of burials from Indian
cemeteries into Barrackpore and Kalaikunda ended. At this time
60 remains lay in British military cemeteries in Burma but \'Vcre to
be later removed to Barrackpore. Destined for Barrackpore. too.
were about 200 isolated burials and \'ic~ims of plane crashes in
India, Burma, Siam, and the ~etherlands East Indies. The tem­
porary American plot at Singapore could accommodate approxi­
mately 300 or these deceased.'"

"'hen the India-Burma Theater passed out of existence on 31
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1ay 1946, a total of 1,20-1 deceased rested at Barrackpore; these,
with 2,026 remains at Kalaikunda, ga\'e a wtal of 3,230 burials for
India.'" matters later de\'e1oped, the plans to transfer the dead
from Southeast Asia and the Netherlands East Indies to the inga­
pore Cemetery were abandoned in September 1946, and all South­
east Asian dead were transported to Barrackpore Ccmetery for
reinterment prior to final repatriation.

Although Graves Registration operations after the activation of
AG RS-IBZ centered on search and recovery, identification, and
repatriation of all deceased, two major concentration operations
were undertaken in the autumn of 1947. As early as January of
that year, plans had been formulated for the evacuation of remains
from both Kalaikunda and Barrackpore Cemeteries to a mausoleum,
to be established at Barrackpore at the time of the disinterment,
where all remains would rest until the repatriation ship arri\'ed at
Calcutta. Because of the monsoon season, extending from May to
Scptember in India, AGRS officials determined that the evacuation
of these two cemeteries should wait until fall. Because of the
inadequate rail and road net out of Kalaikunda, it was decided that
bodies from that cemetery would be moved by air. Housing for
the six Field Operating Sections to be employed in the evacuation
also presented a problem. As no hotel accommodations were
available, tents near the cemetery site would serve as quarters for
the men. ll

!'.

General planning was based upon the assumption that all remains
in the Zone would be repatriated on one vessel and that loading oper­
ations would take place some time in November or December 1947.
Plans also called for the daily exhumation, preparation, and casket­
ing of40 remains for each of the six Field Operating- eetions. At this
rate, 24 working davs would be required to complete the entire
project in both cemeteries. With allowance for holidays and other
delays, it was estimated that the entire mission could be accom­
plished in 30 days.' ,

In the summer of 1947. the War Department directed the Com­
manding Officer, IBZ, to prepare all remains in India for shipment
to Honolulu with the evacuation scheduled for completion by 15
January 1948. "" Before putting its plans into effect, AGRS officers

. IIi"•. AGR$·IBZ. Summary. \GRS-IBT. p. .)
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instructed all military personnel and key civilians at Zone Head­
quarters in Calcutta in the problems of the program. t11

Exhumations at Kalaikunda commenced on 15 September 1947.
This cemetery contained eight plots of250 graves each. Because of
the high water le"el in the low end of the cemetery and because
the wooden caskets were more than half-filled with sediment and
water, it became necessary to wash and scrub mud from each
remains. In order that all remains might be delivered to the
mausoleum in the best possible condition, drying racks of fine mesh
window screen were devised. Remains were placed upon these
racks and dried in the open air and sunshine. Personal effecLS and
identification media were wrapped and tied separately either in
hessian cloth or blanket pieces and then placed with the rest of the
remains in a dume bag or barracks bag to which was attached
a mimeographed cardboard tag containing pertinent information.
The remains were then ready for air shipment. 122 The last body
departed late in October and the workers then flew to Calcuua to

begin exhumation at Barrackpore Cemetery. The ground formerly
occupied by Kalaikunda Cemetery was ready to be replanted
in paddy.

Barrackpore Cemetery, located in the former Go,'ernor of Ben­
gal's palatial grounds on the banks of the Hoogl)' River, served as
the resting place of approximately 1,500 ,,'ar dead, Its Rowery
shrubs and trees attracted people througholll the area. Exhuma­
tions began on 30 October. The task ended tWO weeks later, consid­
erably ahead of schedule. The daily exhumations at Barrackpore
and Kalaikunda averaged 119 and 105 respecti,·ely. On 21 No­
vember, the last prepared remains reached the Barrackpore 1\lau5O­
leum, where approximately 3,500 India-Burma dead rested until
the arrival of the Albert J\1. Bot, the repatriation ship which
carried them to IIonolulu or to the United States.

Conclusion

\\'hen all major concentration acti"ities throughout the Pacific
areas had terminated, a lOtal of over 70,000 remains had been
moved intO Illore cemralized. accessible burial places or to mauso­
leums. where they awaited final repatriation or permanent overseas
interment. This notable accomplishment had required weeks and
months of unpleasant. arduous toil on barren Pacific atolls. in hot.
swampy jungles, and in rugged and remote spots throughout the

m SJX"Cial Rpt. Lt Col E. F. Sl:lnford·81unden, 29 :"0\ -ti: KCRC-AGRS-IBZ. no
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vast Pacific and on the Asiatic mainland. The following figures
represent the approximate number of remains at each locality after
concentrations had been concl uded and just prior to repatriation
operations:

Manila Mausoleum 30,387

Sa~~~n~i\~~\~din-g- ~ ~~2_4_3_ ~r_o_,,: 23,132

Honolulu (includinl( 2,583 from
China) 14,206

Yokohama __________________________ 2,027
Barrackpore lausoleum, Calcutta_ ____ 3,500

Total. 73,252 (approximate)

As can be observed, the largest concentrations occurred in the
Southwest Pacific Area, along the death-strewn line of conquest
from Port Moresby to Manila. The smallest number of fatalities
occurred, oddly enough, in the Japan-Korea an I, Regardless of
where deaths and subsequent concentrations took place, the heroic
efforts of AGRS officers and men had paved the way for the final
step in the Return of the Dead of World War II Program-perma­
nent overseas burial or interment in native American oil of those
who had paid the ultimate price for victory.




