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the three zone commands established in July and August, and the
continuation of these activities on an increasing scale, it seems ad­
visable to trace their development in connection with the operations
of those commands, and with special emphasis on their work in prep­
aration for the repatriation of remains.

,\lass lIandllng 'If Rrmalns

One notable achievement of the sector commands, nevertheless,
claims attention. This concerns the successful development of op­
erational techniques in the mass handling of remains, notably dur­
ing the removal of German dead from tpinal and reinterment at
AndilJy. Involving the transfer of 4,891 remains, the operation
began on 24 September, with a scheduled complelion date of 15
December 1946. h was consciously planned as an exercise which
would afford practical experience to personnel of the American
Graves Registration Command in undertaking the repatriation of
American war dead to the nited States in 1947.

Lt. Col. William A. Cauthern, commanding the 305th QM Bat­
talion, formulated the operational plan for execution by the 4447th
QM Service Company. Second Ll. Clinton A. Erb, C. 0., 4447th
QM Service Company, and 2d Ll. Ronald L. Croft, Jr., Executive
Officer, who were assigned in charge of the operations at tpinal and
Andilly cemeteries, respectively, from 24 September to 8 October,
are credited by Colonel Cauthern with having organized the diffi­
cult operations into an unusually smooth procedure.

A fleet of five 2'h·ton trucks transported an average of 96 remains
per day on the 135-mile round trip from f.pinal to Andilly. As of
II October, 1,105 German remains had been lransferred to Andilly
and reinterred. Personnel strength for the operation included 2
officers, 8 enlisted men, 4 WD civilians and 340 German war pris­
oners. Prior to the beginning of the actual transfer, 250 graves
were opened at Andilly. \Vork on grave digging thereafter pro·
gressed to the extent of keeping 800 open graves in advance of
reinterments.

Work at Epinal extended from l\londay through Friday. Ex­
humations on Saturday were suspended so as to prevent remains
from lying above ground over the week-end. The work-week at
Andilly extended from Tuesday through Saturday in order to
handle the shipments from Epina!. Operations at f.pinal were
conducted under the direction of a Disinterring Officer, Ist Lt.
Alfred W. Matthews, C. 0., 4566lh QM Service Company, and a
staff' of WD civilians and noncommissioned officers.

The labor force consisted of 180 German war prisoners. These
were divided into three groups-a Digging Team, a Disinterment
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Team and a Covering Team. Functioning somewhat in the manner
of an assembly line, the three teams operated as follows:

I. The Digging Team included the bulk of the paws who had
the task of opening graves. They excavated the graves in pairs, re­
moving the foot of earth normally separating individual graves so
that one large excavation could be made. This method afforded
the Disinterring Team ample space in which to work. The Digging
Team excavated the openings to within six inches of the remains.

2. The Disinterment Team placed a screen about the double
grave and uncovered the remains. 'vVhen the remains were un­
covered, the body and clothing were checked for identification and
identity' tags. Upon completion of the identification process, the
remains were placed in a slit mattress cover and, together with the
grave marker and the QM bOllle copies of interment records, were
removed from the grave site to the vicinity of the truck convoy.
The remains were then placed in a covering shroud and lifted into
a burial box. An Emergency Medical Tag was tied to the shroud
and the cross marker was placed inside the burial box with the re­
mains and QM bottle copies. The lid was then replaced on the
open box and the grave number from the grave marker chalked on
the foot of the burial box. The boxes were then placed on Ihe
trucks in a designated order and recorded and certified on the WAY
BILL by the Disinterring Officer. The stacked boxes were covered
with a tarpaulin in preparation for removal on the following day to
Andilly.

3. The Covering Team included a laborer designated as a lime
sprayer and equipped with a gas mask. After this team member
dropped three pounds of lime into each excavation to disinfect the
earth. the opening was refilled.

An honor guard (either French or Polish) stood watch during the
night over the casketed remains resting in the trucks.

The convoy moved out at 0830 hours in charge of two armed
noncommissioned officers on the 135-mile trip to Andilly and back.
The Convoy Commander and his assistant served as both an honor
guard for the dead and a guard over the German POW drivers.
They were responsible for insuring observance of sanitary precau­
tions, safety measures, and reverent procedures during transit. In
keeping with the policy of avoiding populous centers, the convoy
detoured around Nancy.

Upon arrival at Andjl\y at approximately 1030 hours, the Con­
voy Commander supervised the placing of each box at the head of
the grave to which the remains were consigned and then turned
over pertinent papers to the reinterring officer. When the laller
officer satisfied himself that all papers concerning cemetery locations
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were in order, he acknowledged proper receipt on the WAY BILL
for return by the convoy commander to the disinterring officer.
Upon completion of unloading of the trucks, the convoy com·
mander placed clean burial boxes from the previous day's transfer
on his trucks and departed for Epina!.

At Andilly, as at Epinal, the German POW labor force was divided
into three groups or teams to operate in the following manner:

I. The Digging Team opened standard 6- x 6- x 2'-2-foot graves.
2. The Receipt and Reinterment Team lifted the remains from

the burial boxes delivered at the grave site, placed them in their
designated graves and covered the remains with one foot of earth.
The QM bottle copies were placed in the grave with the remains,
,\-'hile the grave marker was placed at the head of the grave. As
the last body was reinterred each day at Andilly, the 30 German
PO'" members of the reinterring team, together with the American
reinterment staff, stood at attemion for one minute at the grave site.

3. The Covering Disinfectanl Team filled in the graves, graded
the surface, then scrubbed and disinfected all burial boxes delivered
during the day.

Approximately 20 percent of the German dead disinterred at
tpinal were identified by name. But only about 2 percent were,
according to their original reports of burial, without identification
tags (a far higher percentage than normally applied among Amer­
ican soldiers). The actual number of positive identificalions afler
reference to German Army records would rise to 98 percent. It is
interesting to note that only 5 percent of the Q~l bottle copie; of in­
terment reports originally placed in the graves at tpinal, or sup­
posed to have been placed therein, were missing upon disinterment.
Each body was inspected during exhumation by a member of the
United States disinterring staff to determine that the remains were
of German nationality.

In accordance with Operations Order No. 10, Headquarters,
AGRC. I August 1946, which assigned overall responsibility [0 the
newlv established zone commands for the rransfer of enemy dead
buried at tpinal and four other Category I cemeteries,·~ Headquar­
ters, Third Zone, prepared six copies of each transfer list. These

I. Para~raph 3,f.. Oprrations Order :"\0. 10 stales:

'J) T'lUlJf" of £nmll and .lIhtd RtmalTU
I Zone Commanders baH bt-en chan.wd \,ith the r("<,po",-~ibilit\" for the transfer 01

.\IIK-d rrmairu fcom L·nited Stau'~ milita~ cemeteries
(2 1 Thr ('nenw dud buri.('d at ~la~raten. Henn-Chapelle. tpinal and 51. Laurent

\\ ill be trarnferrro b\ 70nes
(3) Burial r("(;ord~. plot ma~. etc .• on dN"rased tramfcrred in accorWllu: with par·

agraph 3.f. (I) and (2) abow. "ill be turned on'r to thr Zone Commander for fin.ll
disposition.
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lists contained the following information: (I) identification of de­
ceased; (2) old burial location; (3) new burial location; (4) dates of
disinterment and reinterment; (5) certificates from disinterment and
reinterment officers certifying to the proper disinterment and rein­
terment of deceased. Final disposition of lists was as follows: (I)
one copy to Epina! Cemetery records; (2) one copy to Andilly Cem­
etery records; (3) one copy to Headquarters, Third Zone; (4) three
copies to Headquarters, AGRC.

Due to want of uniformity between the grave plots at SI. AvoId
and Andilly, those of the former cemetery varying in size and those
of the latter conforming to the standard 300 grave size, it was found
impossible to reinter the German dead in the exact order of original
interment, as required by TOB o. 2. Reinterment of Remains.
Therefore, the use of plot maps as a visual aid became necessary
throughout the transfer operation. These plot maps were filed with
the transfer lists.

Every precaution was taken during the operation to preserve the
same attitude of dignity and reverence toward the German dead
that is ordinarily accorded the remains of American soldiers. An
honor guard accompanied the deceased from the time of exhuma­
tion to reinterment. Forgetting the rancor of combat, Americans
joined Germans in a final salute to the soldiers who had fallen in
ballle. Officers who planned and conducted the program felt that
result justified their concept of policy. Thoroughly indoctrinated
with an ancient military tradition that had not been entirely vitiated
by Nazi brutality, the German prisoners evinced their appreciation
by a zealous effort to do a workmanlike job. The response of
United States Army personnel was equally gratifying. Sometimes
inclined toward negligence in mass handling of the dead, the soldiers
on this assignment, according to report, showed "the proper attitude
and respect for their part in the repatriation of United States war
dead." At least, the hope was expressed that "the efficient and
meticulous attention governing the disinterment, shipment and rein­
terment of these dead maybe noted with intelligent appreciation by
the French people.""

t AGRC. Rpt ofOpns.Jul-Sep 46. p. 163.




