














TasLE 3. — Distribution of Unils

. ' Date Total | Syengih LTB OTB ﬂfc:‘;:h
Type of unit TO/E of No.of | o it ; = assigned

TO/E units Units | Strength | Units | Strength Akt
Hg/Hy, Det, QM Gp. . civvezin. : s SIS e 10-22 4 Jan 44 10 38 2 70 8 280 350
Hgq/Hgq, Det., QM Bn (Mob) w/Med . .. . .. S i N 10-56 | 3 May 44 10 28 e 10 280 280
Hq/Hq, Det.,, QM Bn (Mob) w/o Med. . ............... 10-56 3 May 44 13 200 Joiaa st Ay 13 260 260
OM Comp, g (AQY a0 uis elnisisnsions It e e 10-500 | 10 Jan 44 50 10 5 50 45 450 500
OMGRC0: v ox cnive esvin 10-297 | 6 Nov 43 25 125 20 2,500 5 625 3,125
OMIGR Dt (GAY . oiaih cae i vilsies 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 49 11 49 L I e s [ e 539
ONIGE: DetallGBY. o i 1o hyw e 5 oAb T R g e oA 6 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 53 6 53 318 318
QM Depot Co. Supply . . .| 10-227 | 21 Jun 45 1 186 1 186 186
ONESURPIY DEt AT 000 1 sokiee 4 othi v e e ais) x T Wit Ehacs 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 2 21 | ieaens 2 42 44
QM Gasoling Supply Gy, 05 = 5 i sk s cihi 10-77 | 21 Jun 44 1 125 1 125 125
QM Refrigeration Co. (Mob). .. .. S AR 10-247 | 25 Feb 44 1 103 1 e § e e 103
OM Refrigeration Det. (G)............ .. ......... 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 2 2 6| AN 2 4 4
OM Refrigeration Det. (CK) .. 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 1 7 S0 EizRgs 1 7 7
OM Truck Co. .. .. ; 10-57 10 Jan 45 2 10 2 220 it o 220
OM Truck Det. (CG) ... 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 | IS e ooy stare e 1 15 15
OM Truck Det. (CE)............. 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 2 12 Oyt It 2 24 24
CIM Claer TINU EEY S c1a sty e (srane b s ool et b 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 23 9 23 207 A g 207
Ord. Maintenance Det, (DA) . . .. 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 6 29 4 116 2 58 174
Ord. Maintenance Det. (DB) s ainla Sk 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 6 45 5 225 1 45 270
QM Consolidated Sales Det. (BD)., ............. 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 3 15 2 30 1 15 45
OM Mess Det. (AF). | e 10-500 | 10 Jan 45 6 6 5 30 1 6 36
- e D O O e o K ge e S e e L ) 267 |. . 173 4,719 92 2,111 6,832
bl T B0 e T ) (B A S B I S C I T et | A e e | 1T g (R o) I el e ‘ 412
T N ¢ | e e ST S e O O ol ol | et Loy~ SRS |17y T TR R e o W R et 7,244
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191



162 FINAL DISPOSITION OF WORLD WAR II DEAD 1945-51

TasLE 4.—Dusiribution of Units

Distribution of LTB and OTB units to First Field Command

LTB units OTB units Strengs
Type of unit ;

No. assigned | Strength| No. assigned [ Strength e
Ha/Ha, Det, QM Groups . Jovse S b lassasvidb os ney *3 105 105
Hq/Hqg. Det. QM Bn (Mob) w/Med . | ... .. e AL i 3 84 84
Hgq/Hgq, Det. QM Bn (Mob) w/o Med ke R ] 4 80 80
OM Comp. He (AC). ..o oo o o *1 10 13 130 140
OIMIGHR-Co T e e s 14 1,625 12 250 1,875
OMGER BDet ((GAYL - - ol =i vie it 26 LT e R e 286
OMGR Det: (GR) ..ol et 26 S A R o] | s 156
CIMGR: Car Dt (C&Ynius oo o= s ez 8 ) IS S e 72
ONEEcnckI el G, e o el ! 12 12
Ord. Maintenance Det. (DA). ... ... 1 2K St e 29
Ord. Maintenance Det. (DB). .. .. .. 1 ity |y L P 45
OM Mess Det. (AF)............. 1 | Kearm bty 6
RO e L e A i 82 2,229 26 661 2,890

*Assigned or attached previous to issuance of General Orders, Nos. 4 and 5, 1946,

tOf the 14 GR Companies (L'TB), 5 had been previously assigned or attached. One of the 2 GR
Companies (OTB) had been previously assigned. It is noted that the number of GR Companies (8)
reported to have been assigned to First Field Command on 1 October 1945 falls short by one company
of the number given above. It would appear that one of the company units assigned on 1 October
had been reassigned elsewhere.

and enlisted personnel, it surpassed the combined manpower of the
Second Field Command (1,143) and the Third Field Command
(1,077). Total assigned strength of the sector commands (709), the
logistical organization (946), the training command (28), together
with the assignment of a QM Battalion and 412 non-TO personnel
from the OTB strength to main headquarters, added to the three
field commands. gave an aggregate of 7,242 (2,523 OTB—4,719
LTB). Somewhat in excess of the approved troop basis of 6,913,
the discrepancy may have arisen from miscalculations of certain
TOs. Nevertheless, the assigned troop basis of First Field Command
was slightly more than one-third of the overall troop strength.

As indicated by Colonel Tolliver, the organization of provisional
units began shortly after approval of the AGRC troop basis and con-
tinued through December and January of the following year as rap-
idly as permitted by the flow of recruits. Publication of General
Orders Nos. 4 and 5 early in January merely formalized activities
already in progress.” Formalization of such procedures, however,
did little toward mitigating various hardships imposed by the War
Department’s refusal to permit the organization of OTB units on a

“ Detailed accounts of the organization accomplished by the field command are of-
fered in the chapters narrating the operations of these commands.
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permanent basis. Paragraph 17 of GO No. 5 required that “all

rsonnel on OTB provisional troop units will be assigned to Detach-
ment ‘B’ [Headquarters| American Graves Registration Com-
mand . . . and placed on ‘Detached Service’ to provisional units,”
and that “‘necessary orders will be published by Major Subordinate
Commands to accomplish compliance with this paragraph.” The
“bookkeeping manipulations™ governing assignment of personnel on
LTB units were indeed calculated to restrain enthusiasm on the part
of AGRC officers over the whole scheme of organization. Paragraph
16 of GO No. 4 stated that since no authority exists for assigning
personnel to provisional units, “personnel now assigned to Major
Subordinate Commands and placed on ‘Detached Service’ to pro-
visional troop units . . . will be immediately reassigned by Major
Subordinate Commands as indicated below.”

Four artillery battalions—the 896th AAA AW Bn., the 740th
AAA Gun Bn. (SM), the 277th FA Bn., 240th How., the 114th AAA
Gun Bn. (SM) were designated as the units to which the reassign-
ments were to be made. For instance, the First Field Command
would reassign personnel of 5 of its 6 QM GR Companies to three
of the above-named artillery formations, while the personnel of all
of its QM GR detachments (GA) were to go to the 740th AAA AW
Bn. (SM). Seven sub-paragraphs were devoted to the reassignment
of First Field Command LTB units alone.'™

After completion of these bookkeeping manipulations. the person-
nel of “reassigned units” were considered to be on detached service
to AGRC. The major subordinate commands were then authorized
“to relieve personnel from *Detached Service’ to one provisional troop
unit and place them on ‘Detached Service’ to another troop unit.” '

By February 1946, when the Second and Third Field Commands
began large-scale sweeping operations in their respective areas (the
First Field Command initiated its first sweep in November 1945), the
organization of AGRC may be regarded as having attained a degree
of stability that assured firm administrative and operational control.
Such stability, however, was only relative at any given time to the
long-range mission of the command. Organization of the LTB force
was in itself a temporary expedient and intended primarily to bring
the search and recovery phase to completion by midyear of 1946.
Then the shift of emphasis toward exhumation and shipment of re-
mains to the homeland, or reinterment in permanent overseas ceme-
teries, foreshadowed an extensive reorganization. Three or more
zone commands, it was thought, would replace the Second and

9 See paragraph 16, GO No. 4, AGRC, 7 Jan 46,
01 Ibid., paragraph 17.
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Third Field Commands and move in over the sectors to initiate plan-
ning for supervision of operations incidental to the final disposition
of remains. At the same time, a progressive close-out of the base com-
mands would necessitate the development of a supply command
capable of supporting AGRC as a self-contained organization.
Finally, developments not as yet disclosed by the experience of search
and recovery were to suggest the advantage of a central identifica-
tion laboratory where highly trained technicians employing the most
advanced scientific equipment and methods of body identification
would replace the somewhat limited process heretofore employed in
the field.

In the last analysis, it may be said that when General Littlejohn
relinquished command of the organization he had built up during
the course of 8 hectic months, he left an establishment that permitted
extensive alterations without endangering its solid foundations or
impairing the esprit de corps he had inspired by his presence.





